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Headmaster  Tho mas A pper t  

Upcoming 
Events 

 6/9 Half-Day, Last 
Day of School 

Jesus is Lord! 

As we end another very successful 
school year at Koinonia, it’s difficult to 
enumerate all the wonderful events of 
the year: an outstanding fall play, a 
touching Christmas Pageant presented 
by our elementary students, wonderful 
concerts and an outstanding tour by our 
Concert Choir, the graduation of the 
Class of 2010, the seventh grade poetry 
recital, a fine yearbook, a student 
written and performed eighth grade 
play, senior trips for the current junior 
class, an inspiring May Crowning by our 
elementary students, even a skin of the 
teeth victory by our eighth grade 
volleyball players over our faculty team.  
Those are only a few of the more visible 
events in a school year crowded with 
prayer, character formation, academic 
work, service, recreation and all sorts 
of field trips.   

A number of new families are planning 
to send children here in the fall and we 
have been blessed all year by generous 

From the Headmaster by Thomas Appert 

Lisa Hernandez - Teacher of the Year by Bob Filoramo 

Lisa Hernandez, who has worked at 
Koinonia Academy for many years as a 
Compensatory Education/Supplemental 
Instructor, has been selected by the 
Union County Educational Services 
commission as “Teacher of the Year.” 

Lisa, mother of two, wife of Jorge, had 
wanted to be a teacher all her life.  As 
a child, she would set up the family 
garage as a classroom and pretend to be 
a teacher with her siblings and the 
neighborhood children as her students.  
As time went on, it turned from “make 
believe” to where she was actually 
helping other children with their school 
work. 

It was easy for her to choose a major at 
Kean University – Early Childhood/ 
Elementary Education – where she 
earned her BA and teaching certificate.  
From there, she taught Basic Skills at 
Irvington High School and in Elizabeth in 

benefactors and volunteers giving 
time, treasure and talent to help 
move the Lord’s work along here at 
Koinonia.  I’m grateful to all our 
parents for entrusting an important 
part of their children’s education to 
Koinonia.  I’m especially grateful to 
all those benefactors and volunteers, 
too numerous to mention, who help 
us.  I’m encouraged every day and 
tremendously grateful to our 
outstanding faculty and staff for 
their faithfulness to the Lord and to 
the work here:  their personal 
witness and their professional skills 
are coupled with constant effort to 
keep things going at a very high level 
and to raise that level every day.  
But most of all, I’m grateful to the 
Lord Jesus.  Koinonia Academy is his 
school and he is the ultimate source 
of the blessings we enjoy here. 

Please continue to pray for us and 
our work; have a blessed summer! 

the Gifted and Talented Center until 
leaving to be at home with her young 
children.  Even then, she managed to 
keep in touch with students by 
teaching nights at Union County 
College. 

Twelve years ago, Lisa was assigned 
to Koinonia Academy – a blessing for 
our students and a blessing for Lisa, 
as she says, “My life changed.  I have 
grown in spirituality and have opened 
my heart to have a personal 
relationship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”   

The children she serves truly love 
“Mrs. H.”  Lisa is an excellent 
teacher – one who successfully 
communicates God’s love to them.   

Congratulations,  

Mrs. H.!! 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

On Friday May 7, the K-8th grade 
classes got together for the annual 
Easter Celebration. The day started out 
with first Friday Mass then a parade 
around the school followed. The K-8th 
grade students were not easily missed 
due to the bright colors that each class 
proudly wore along with the multitude 
of different colored balloons.  

After the parade the 8th grade quickly 
got ready for the 2nd Annual 
Student/Faculty volleyball game. While 
the 8th was getting ready, the younger 
kids got pumped up by our special guest 

Easter Celebration! by Cindy Quense 

8th Grade Play by Patricia Kinney 
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clowns. Then the games were under 
way. The first game was an easy win for 
the 8th grade but during the second 
game they seemed to fall behind. For 
most of the second game it was tied and 
just when the crowd thought that the 
Faculty had the game, the 8th grade 
rose victorious once again.  

The teachers played a good game and 
were good sports even though it was the 
second year in a row that they lost to 
their own students. In all the day was 
filled with many bright colors and a 
whole lot of fun! 

SSSccchhhoooooolll   NNNeeewwwsss   

The last major writing assignment for 
the 8th grade class was to write a play 
script. Each student wrote his or her 
own 5 scene play which included a 
setting, character development, 
conflict, exposition, and a theme. They 
also learned how to write stage 
directions. Once their plays were 
written and graded, one was then 
chosen as the play to be performed by 
the entire class.  

On Friday May 21st the eighth grade 
class of Koinonia Academy performed 
The Sweetest Applause by Theresa 
Allen. All the students participated in 
major or minor roles, helped with 

costumes, props, and scenery. Their 
teacher, Mrs. Kinney, was amazed at 
how well they worked together and how 
cooperative they were in the frantic 
two weeks of rehearsals.  

The Sweetest Applause was well 
received by family and friends, as well 
as the 5th, 6th and 7th grades. The 
eighth grade class is to be commended 
for their portrayal of God's faithfulness, 
mercy and love no matter what we have 
done. All we need is to turn back to 
Him!  

All in all, a wonderful memory for the 
8th grade class.  Great job! Your 
teacher is very proud of you!! 

Easter Joy! 

8th Grade enjoys performing their play 

Eighth grader Mark Skrzyniarz, was 1 
of only 102 students accepted from 
schools throughout the state into the NJ 
State National Geographic Bee held on 
April 9th.  Acceptance into the state 
level bee was based on the results of a 
challenging written geography test. 

The National Geographic Bee is a 
competition for fourth through eighth 
grade students which tests their 
knowledge of the earth’s climate and 
features, countries and peoples.  

Students’ are asked questions requiring 
them to use world history, map and 
science skills to identify clues and use 
logic to find the answers. 

Mark successfully answered 6 out of 8 
demanding questions correctly at the 
state level bee, just short of qualifying 
for the semi-final round. 

Congratulations to Mark for making 
such a strong finish for Koinonia 
Academy in our very first National 
Geographic competition! 8th Grader made KA proud at NJ State 

National Geographic Bee Students Accepted to Summer Programs by Tricia Ireland 
Maria Ireland has been accepted for a 
week-long seminar this summer at 
Princeton University's Witherspoon 
Institute.  Titled “The Moral Life and 
the Classical Tradition”, she will be 
studying the classical philosophical 
tradition and its influence in the 
Christian moral life.   

The seminar consists of two 
complementary components: a classical 

course on the Dialogues of Plato and a 
course on topics in Christian moral 
thought.   It is designed to enhance 
students' understanding of the 
arguments in favor of the Christian 
moral view, in response to some of the 
most pressing challenges of our day. 

Susannah Floyd will be studying at 
Notre Dame this summer. 

8th Grader Competes in NJ Geographic Bee by M. Debrot 

“…designed to 

enhance students' 

understanding of the 

arguments in favor of 

the Christian moral 

view…” 
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Just a good news brief about our work 
day at Koinonia on Saturday, April 24. 
We had a number of men, young adults, 
and Cub Scouts helping on a variety of 
projects. Sheetrock work in the link 
men's room, a new deck on the porch of 
St. Therese, sheetrock work in Don 
Bosco, replacement of three sections of 
broken sidewalk on Stillman Place, some 

Spring Work Day at KA by Thomas Appert 
demolition work in the gate house, and 
lots of branches and debris taken care 
of on the property. A crew replaced 
the roof on the shed off the gym. 

 It's very encouraging that a relatively 
small crew was able to get so much 
work done so well in such a short time.  

God bless all our helpers.  

The KA Alumni Association is moving 
ahead with its plans for their 2nd annual 
Alumni Picnic on June 19th at Lewis 
Morris Park in Morristown.  Heading up 
the planning team are Liz Margiotta and 
Laura Provinsal who have been busy 
putting together all the details for a 
really fantastic day.  “We have had a 
couple of meetings already and Laura 
and I are very excited about what we 

KA Alumni Picnic on June 19th by Fred Bunsa 
have planned,” said Liz.  If any Alumni 
have not yet received an eVite or 
Facebook invitation, they can email the 
KA Alumni association at 
kaaa@koinoniaacademy.org 
For more information on the Park, you 
can visit: 
http://www.morrisparks.net/aspparks/l

mmain.asp 

There are many Koinonia Academy 
alumni who have served or are serving 
our country in the military.  Some have 
enlisted right after KA graduation. Some 
went to college and took the Reserve 
Officer Training Corps (ROTC) option 
along with their core curriculum. In 
ROTC the student may qualify for a 
military scholarship. Joe Miller ‘09 is 
currently in Army ROTC at Seton Hall 
University. His older brother John ‘03, 
a Seton Hall ROTC graduate, just 
returned from service in Iraq. Jim Soule 
‘96, another graduate of Army ROTC, 
served in Iraq as a Finance Officer and 
was awarded the Army Bronze Star. 

Our most recent KA graduate in the 
military is Tim Neri ‘10 who just 
graduated from Marine basic training 
with a meritorious promotion to Private 
1st Class. His older brothers Paul ‘01 

Alumni Corner: In the Military by Hank Soule 
and Mark ‘02 have seen service in Iraq 
as Marine infantrymen. 

As a parent of a former service man, I 
can say the military service is both 
challenging and motivational. 
Challenges are physical, mental, and 
moral. The service provides Catholic 
chaplains ready to serve and support 
the servicemen. The servicemen often 
seek out other spiritually oriented men 
for support of one and other. Our KA 
servicemen are proud of their work in 
the military. We need to pray for them, 
because they really do risk their lives so 
that we can continue to enjoy the 
blessing of liberty.  

Other KA graduates who have or are 
serving in the military include James 
Byrne ‘02, Mike Coletta ‘02, Tommy 
Ross ‘08, Josh Wessel ‘09, Trent 
Fettes ‘99, and Katherine Mascia ’05.  
John Appert also attended KA. 

This continues a series of articles about 

KA alumni and their various pursuits 

after high school 

Giant rocks!  Massive dump trucks!  

Huge front-end loaders!  Loud crushers! 

“It's very 

encouraging that a 

relatively small crew 

was able to get so 

much work done so 

well in such a short 

time.”    

 

On May 22nd, Cub Scouts from Pack 3 
and their families gathered at the Tilcon 
Quarry in Wharton, NJ.  After the 
caravan arrived at the entrance to the 
facility, we boarded a bus provided by 
our gracious hosts.  As the bus entered 
the quarry, our Tilcon tour guide led our 
journey through enormous mountains of 
crushed stone.  Massive dump trucks 
greeted us by dwarfing our bus.  They 
carried tons of crushed stone, which 
was produced by blasting parts of the 

Cub Scout Trip to Tilcon Quarry by Henry Hom 
mountain and then by crushing in a 
web of conveyor belts and crushing 
equipment.   

After the bus tour, the employees of 
Tilcon treated us to snacks and a video 
presentation of their facility, complete 
with footage of an actual rock 
explosion at the site!  With their 
crushed stone products, Tilcon is a 
leading materials supplier for building 
and road projects in the New 
Jersey/New York area. 

“The 2nd Annual  

KA Alumni Picnic 

will be held on 

Saturday, June 19th 

at Lewis Morris Park 

in Morristown.”    

 

mailto:kaaa@koinoniaacademy.org
http://www.morrisparks.net/aspparks/lmmain.asp
http://www.morrisparks.net/aspparks/lmmain.asp


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

June 2010 Events  
 
Friday, June 4th ð Full Day, First Friday Mass 
June 7th to 9th ð High School exams 

Monday, June 7th ð Move Up Day, Noon dismissal  
Tuesday, June 8th ð Spirit Day, Noon Dismissal  
Wednesday, June 9th ð Last Day of School, Noon Dismissal 
 
Friday, June 11th ð Feast of the Sacred Heart 
Saturday, June 19th ð Alumni Picnic, Sunrise Lake at Lewis Morris Park, 
Morristown 

Have a 
blessed 

summer! 

This year, Koinonia’s athletic 
department assembled a team of ten 
girls to represent our school in a winter 
field hockey league.  After a grueling 
and competitive tryout, the new team 
began their practices.  Through the 
wind, snow, sleet and rain, they labored 
to improve and perfect their skills on 
the field.  After a month of practices, 
the indoor league began with a bang.  
The newly-entitled Seraphs took the 
field by storm and started with an 
enthusiastic victory.  As the weeks 
continued, the Seraphs were required to 
play two games in a row at times, 
showing their ability to persevere and 
win the games. 

KA Seraphs Field Hockey by Anna Filoramo and Bridget Provinsal 
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At the end of the ten week season, the 
Seraphs finished at the top of the 
league with ten wins and a scoring 
average of five points per game.  The 
forward line was led by juniors Maria 
Ireland and Magdalena Munoz, along 
with Bridget Provinsal and Evy Peregrin.  
The stalwart defense, led by Grace 
Bunsa and Laura Appert, included 
Hannah Quense, Anna Filoramo, Mary 
Molnar and Liz Murray. 

With the winter season behind them, 
they continued their path to victory 
with the outdoor spring league.  They 
have 4 wins, 2 losses.  

Special thanks to our coaches Liz Stein 
and Theresa Dill who helped form us in 
our winning ways. 

For Donations or Information 

We’re on the Web! 

www.koinoniaacademy.org 

Shop Amazon - $642, Shop to Earn - $686 
Box Tops - $460 and recreation equipment 

Campbell Soup labels - recreation equipment 
Kidstuff Coupon books - $2,175 

ShopRite/Pathmark Coupons - $16,500 
Bookathon - $5,000 
Irish Pub - $5,183 

5K - $2,981 
Rummage Sale - $2,800 plus books, electronics, clothing donations 

2009-2010 KA Fundraising Thanks by Maureen Debrot 


